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came when the Czechoslovak army, small in numbers but full-
throated in vocal power, broke into * Rule Britannia/ sung in
English, in Mr. Churchill's honour. He was visibly moved.
That visit was the immediate prelude to full recognition.

The actual ceremony of formal recognition took place on
July 18th, 1941, in Mr. Eden's room at the Foreign Office.
Only Mr. Masaryk and I were present. The proceedings
were informal but almost awkwardly emotional. Mr. Eden
was at his best and most natural. I do not know if he realized
how heavily charged the atmosphere was or what the occasion
meant to Jan Masaryk who had worked so hard for this day
ever since Munich. But he did the right thing and went
straight to the point with the most friendly informality. Then
he handed the note of recognition to Jan and the official com-
munique to me* There was a painful silence whilst Jan read
the document. At one moment he muttered " Thank God,"
and I saw the tears start to his eyes. Then he laid down the
note and began to thank the Foreign Secretary. But the lump
in his throat choked his voice, and Mr. Eden had to help him
by turning the conversation to other matters. When we came
outside, Jan embraced me warmly on both cheeks. Then we
set out to 9 Grosvenor Place to inform Benes. I made him a
litde speech in Czech, greeting him officially as President of
the Czechoslovak Republic. Then we handed him the recog-
nition note. He sat down to read it without saying a word*
He finished it carefully, pointed out a minor error in the last
paragraph and then thanked me. There was no visible sign
of emotion, but I had watched him while he sat reading with
his legs crossed, and I had seen the top leg tremble violently.
For me, too, it had been an emotional afternoon. Only a
few days before I had agreed rather reluctantly to accept
another post, and, although my heart was full, I could not
help feeling a little sad. Recognition meant that my work
with the President and Jan Masaryk was ended.